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CITY OF LANGFORD
BYLAW NO. 1250

A Bylaw to Regulate the Number, Size, Type, Form, Appearance, and Location of Signs Within the
City of Langford

Authority

Under Section 908 (Regulation of 88) of theLocal GovernmenAct and subject to thélighway Act

and section 135 of thielotor Vehicle ActCouncil may by bylaw regulate the number, size, type, form,
appearance and location of any signs, and such a bylaw may make different regulatiofierémt d

zones established under a zoning bylaw, and may make different regulations for different classes of
highways and portions of thenlnder Section 8(4) of th€Eommunity CharterCouncil may by bylaw
regulate and impose requirements in relatiorh&odrection, placing, alteration, maintenance, demolition
and removal of a sign, sign board, advertisement, advertising device or structure, or any class of them.

Intent of the Bylaw

The purpose of these sign regulations is to encourage the effesveofusigns as a means of
communication; to encourage signs that are pleasing to the eye in terms of colour, size, design, location,
and numbers; to minimize any possibility of signs being erected that could pose a hazard to life or
property or be constrdeto be a traffic hazard; to minimize the adverse effect of signs on nearby public
and private property; and to enable the fair and consistent enforcement of these sign regulations.

The Council of the City of Langford, in open meeting assembled, ersaftilicavs:

1. Title

This Bylaw may be cited for all p260r2pt@ses as ACiIi ty
2. Definitions

Words and phrases used in this Bylaw shall have the meanings set forth in this section. Words and
phrases not defined in this sectidut defined in Zoning Bylaw No. 30tavethe meanings set forth in

that Bylaw.

Abandoned Signmeans a sign or sign support structure that directs attention to an activity, business,
product, or service no longer conducted or available on the lothichvthe sign is located or at the

location stated on the sign.

Animated Sign means all signs that move or depict movement in any way, by any means, other than a
variableelectronicsign

Banner Sign means a sign composed of lightweight material, indgdioth, canvas or similar fabric
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Billboard means a sign that directs attention to goods, products or services not sold or provided on the
premises on which the sign is located, and includes:

1. Poster panels or bulletins, typically mounted on a bugdivall or freestanding structure with
advertising copy in the form of pasted paper;

2. Multi-prisms providing alternating or sequential messages in a single display area; and

3. Bulletins in which the adverti sgrouddsof aneab s age
mounted or freestanding display area.

Boulevard means the area between the curb lines, the lateral lines or the shoulder of a roadway and the
adjacent property line(Bylaw No. 1287)

Canopy Signmeans a sign that is part of or attaclhedn awning, canopy, or other fabric, plastic, or
structural protective element installed over a window, door, entrance, outdoor service area, porte cochére
or similar type of entrance way.

Directional Sign means a sign such as a parking lot entran@xibisign, giving directions, instructions,
or facility information, which may contain the nanlego andestablishment but no advertising copy.

Directory Sign means a sign consisting of only the names and locations of the ocooipartisilding or
other premisesr food and beverage menu board items

Facade Signmeansa singlefaced sign displayed on a building face with its display surface parallel to
and not protruding any further than @ from the building fageand include signage applied diotly
onto a fagade of a principal building or structure

Flag means any fabric, banner, or bunting containing distinctive colours, patterns, or symbols, used as a
symbol of a government, political subdivision, or other entity.

Freestanding sign means aign that has its own structural support independent of a building or other
structure but excluding a sandwich board sign

Graphics means one or more written or pictorial representations.
Highway means every road, street, lane or rghtvay designear intended for or used by the general
public for the passage of vehicles and every place or passageway to which the public, for the purpose of

parking or servicing of vehicles, has access or is invi(gglaw No. 1287)

llluminated Sign means a sign witan internal light source or designed to reflect light from an external
source intentionally directed at it.

Mural means a painted scene that does not advertise a business or product, painted upon any outside wall
or other integral part of a building.

Neon signmeans a sign that uses exposed neon tubing as the principal illumination method.

Painted wall signmeans a sigrhat is painted upon arwall or any exterioiintegral part of a building.
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Political Sign means a sign used to promote the electiba person or political party or a position in a
plebiscite or referench.

Portable Signmeans a sign that is not permanently affixed to a building or base and stands on the ground
without any additional support, and that can be readily carried @paied.

Projecting Sign means a sign, other than gdde or canopy sign that is attached to, and projects from, a
structure, a building face, or a wall in such a manner that it exgmrmially perpendicularlgnore than
15 cm beyond the surface of swathucture, building or wall.

Roof Signmeans a sign erected and constructed wholly or partially on and over the roof of a building,
supported by the roof structure, and extending vertically above any portion of the roof.

Sandwich Board Signmeans a sigthat isself-supporting, easily moved, and not affixed to any building,
vehicle or base structure, or to the groufigylaw No. 1287)

Sign means an identification, description, illustration, or device illuminated ofillioninated, that is
visible fromany public street and that directs attention to a product, place, activity, person, institution,
business, or solicitation, but does not include:

Displays of goods placed inside a window;

Gravestones or other markers placed for historical or memorigloges;
Private celebratory or holiday decorations;

Murals; or

Traffic control devices.

arwbdE

Sign Area means the entire area of a sign on which graphics could be placed, including any frame or
structural feature which forms an integral part of the display, but

1. Inthe case of a double face or a mtdtie sign, only half of the total area of all sign faces shall
be included in sign area calculation;

2. Inthe case of an irregularly shaped sign, the sign area shall be the area of the smallest rectangle
within whichall letters and other graphics would fit;

3. Inthe case of a free standing the sigea shall be the total area of all the faces used for the sign;
and

4. The area of a neon sign shall be the aredhefsmallest rectangle within which all letters
comprisingthe sign would fit, and other graphics and highlights are not to be included in the
calculation of sign area.

Sign Zonemeans a zone established Hyd. this Bylaw.
Suspended Sigmmeans a sign that is suspended from the underside of a horizordaldpsilrface.
Temporary New Business Sigmeans a sign that directs attention to the opening of a new business.

Temporary Real Estate Signmeans a sign on a lot that directs attention to the fact that the lot, or the lot
and buildings on the lot, arerfsale, for rent, or open for viewing.

Temporary Development Signmeans a sign on a lot that directs attention to the fact that the lot, or the
lot and buildings on the lot, are for sale, for rent, open for viewing, general marketing and can include
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signage relating to thesites contractors and sutontractors and the financial institutions providing
funding and other professional advisors.

Traffic Control Device means a sign, stop sign, signal line, parking space, barrier, traffic control signal,
traffic control flashing signal, or device placed or erected under the provisionshdbtineVehicle Acor

the Cityodos Traffic and Parking Bylaw for t he
pedestrian traffic.

Variable Electronic Sign means aign on which messages are displayed by means of light emitting
diodes (LED), liquid crystal display (LCD), plasma, or other similar technology.

Wall Sign means a sign attached #&my wall other than the supporting exterigall of a principal
building orstructureon a propertyincluding any retaining wallfreestanding wallpr wall enclosing the
perimeter of a property.

Window Sign means a sigand/or paintingdixed to the interior or exterior of a window including a
window in a door.

3. General Regulatons

a) No person shalerect, place, construct, or alter any sign without first obtaitliegnecessary
permit, as provided under this Bylaw.

b) No person shall maintain or allow any sign to remain on, or be affixed to, the lands or premises of

which that peson is the owner or occupier unless a permit in respect of the sign has been issued

pursuant to this Bylaw.

¢) Notwithstanding Section 3(a) and 3(b), the following sign t@meaot require a permit:

i. window signs located on the same premises as the bugmesgkich attention is being
directed;

i. AiNo Trespassingodo signs tmat do not exceed

iii. temporary real estate signs thatet the requirements in Sectigid)/ provided the sign is on
the propertyto which the sign pertains

iv. political signs;

v. signs or notices exhibited by the authority of the Government of Canada, the Province of
British Columbia or any municipal authority

vi. signs comprising sentransparent material attached to temporary construction fencing or
hoarding for the purpose of mk&ting the developmeninder construction; and

vii. changes in sign copy on a sign structure wisdhe subject of a sign permit.

d) A change in sign copy on a sign structisgreot subject to a sign permit.

e) Notwithstanding subsection 3(c), a sigh may, sutigapproval by permit as provided under this
bylaw, be placed on premises that do not contain the business to which it directs adteldan
as it pertains to the subject business pravided that the business is situated on a lot that does
not abuta highway, the sign is placed on a lot that is adjacent to the lot on which the business is
situated, and written approval of the owner of the lot on which the sign is to be placed is provided
with the permit application.

f) Signs shall be located on theemises containing the business to which they direct attention.
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g) Signs projecting over a pedestrian area shall have a minimum clearance to the underside of the
projection of 2.5m above the finished grade or sidewalk.

h) Signs projecting over an area usedvehicular traffic shall have a minimum clearance to the
underside of the projection of 4.5m above the finished grade.

i) No sign shall be locatedrected or lighted in such a manner as to interfere with the visibility of a
traffic control device or to ietrfere with visibility at an a@ss to or egress from a highway with
the exceptiorof a sign located entirely within the portion of a lot on which the Zoning Bylaw
permits the siting of a building other than a fence.

i) No facadesign shall project more thal5 cm from the building face or wall to which the sign is
attached, with the exception of illuminated fagade signs which may project up to .6m from the
building face or wall to which the sign is attached.

k) No person shall affix any sign to a tree oritytipole;
[) No person shall affix any sign to a fence, with the exception of the following:

i. signs for home occupation uses complying with Section 13;

ih. ONo Trespassingd signs and directional signs
iii. signs affixed to fences enclosing outdoor sports fields; and

iv. temporarydevelopmensigns complying with Section 7.

m) Political signs shall:

i. be removed within seven (7) days following the election or referendum to which they pertain;
ii. not be erected on public property or soamterfere withpedestrian otraffic safety;

n) In addition to other permitted signs, watibuntedactual sizemenusignsmay be displayed on
any premises containing a restaurant.

4. Prohibited Signs

a) No person shall erect, construct, place, alter, or maintain any of the following signs on any
premises:

i. abandoned sigrshall not remain in place for more thé@ddays

ii.  pennants, bunting, ballosnor other inflatable devices

ii.  billboards;

iv. paintedwall signs, including signs affixed to walls or structures other than the walls of a
principal buildingor structure on a property

v.  portable signgxcept as permitted in Section; 15

vi.  roof signs;

vii.  wind activated devices designed toadtrthe attention of the public;

xiii. signs displaying arrows to direattention towards real estasend

xiiii. all animded signs other than varial#éectronicsigns
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5. Sign Zones

a) For the purposes of this Bylaw, the area within the boundaries of the City is dividddunto
zones as follows:

i. sign Zone A comprising the zones designated by Zoning Bylaw No. 300 asb€élteen
Residential, Rural Residential and Residential;

ii. sign Zone B comprising the zones designated by Zoning Bylaw No. 300 as Multiple
Residential,

iii. sign Zone C comprising the zones designated by Zoning Bylaw3B@.as Greenbelt,
Agricultural);

iv. Sign Zone Dcomprising thePedestrian Commercial ode i ScheduleB, the Sooke
Revitalization Ared ScheduleC and Comprehensive Developméunes 3, 4 and 6and

v. Sign Zone E (Commercial, Industrial/Business Park, Industrial, Institutional and
Comprehensive Develomnt Zones)

b) A sign permit may be issued ftire following sign type their respectivasign zones as follows:
i. Sign Zone A(Greenbelt Residential, Rural Residential and Residential)
(1) home occupation signs
ii. Sign Zone B(Multiple Residential)

(1) freestandig signsto identify the building
(2) home occupation signs

iii. Sign Zone C(Greenbelt, Agricultural)

(1) banner signs

(2) facade signs

(3) freestanding signs

(4) home occupation signs
(5) projecting signs

(6) suspended signs

iv. Sign Zone D $chedule B- Pedestrian Oriented Commergi&chedule C- the Sooke
Revitalization AreaandComprehensive Development Zorg4 and &

(1) banner signs

(2) facade signs

(3) freestanding signs

(4) home occupation signs
(5) projecting signs

(6) sandwich board signs
(7) suspended signs

(8) variable electronic signs
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v. Sign Zone E (Commercial, Industrial/Business Park, Industrial, Institutional and
Comprehensive Development Zones)

(1) banner signs

(2) facade signs

(3) freestanding signs

(4) home occupation signs
(5) projecting signs

(6) sandwich board signs
(7) suspended signs

(8) variable electronic signs

6. Illumination of Signs

a) Lighting for illuminated signs shall be downcast or shieltethinimize reflective impact on the
night sky by being ground oriented.

b) Lighting for illuminated signs shall not shine directly onto neighbouring premises or into the
diredion of oncoming traffic.

7. Temporary Signs

a) The applicant must obtain a Bylaw No. 33 permit and highway encroachment agreement for any
sign placed on a highway.

b) Temporary new business signs:

i. shallnot be of a sign type that is not permitted bg Bylaw;

ii. shall not remain in place for more tha&@0 days, unless the sign permit is renewed for a
second 6@lay period, for which the applicant shall pay the fee specified in Schadufie
this Bylaw; and

iii. shallbe removed by the owner of the sign, upopigxof the permit.

c) Sign erection withira City right-of-way must be performed by a municigaintractor with all
costs of the erection paid in full by the applicant prior to the erection.

d) TemporaryReal Estatsigns shalhotexceed a sign area ofni per side.
e) TemporaryDevelopmensignsshalt

i. not exceedan area oftm® (64ft) per road frontage for lots less than or equal to 743m
(8,000t in area

ii. not exceedan area ofl2m? (128ff) per road frontage for lots greater than 743&000ff)
and lesghan or equal to 1,486n(116,000ff) in areaand

iii. not exceedn area oll8nf (192ff) per road frontage for lots greater than 1,48616,000ff)
in area

f) If the owner does not remove a temporary sign from publjgrivateproperty when the permit
expires, theCitymay r emove the sign at the ownerés expe
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g) If any signis placed on a municipal boulevard or highway contrary to this Bylaw, or without
permit, may be removed by the City. Impounded signs will be held for a period of 30 days, at
which time they will become the property of the City unless returned to their owner upon
payment of the impund fee specified in Scheduheof this Bylaw

8. Directional Signs
A directional sign shall:
a) not exceed min height if a freestanding sign; and

b) not exced 1 m? in sign areaper side with the exception that directional signs for emergency
services may be increased to a maximum area of 9genside

9. Directory Signs
a) A directory sign shall:

i. notexceed a sign areadm?;
ii. beerected on, and parallel,tihe face of a building or structure; and

b) One directory sign only is permitted in respect of each separate highway frontage of the premises
to which it pertains.

10. Fagade Signs
a) Facade sigashall:

i. be singular or multiple, but shaibt exceed a sign aef25m* (26%t?) or 17 percent of the
area of the fagade of the builditg which it is attachedwhichever is less, except that for a
business with a gross floor area of more than 3ril@0 000ft?) a facade sign may exceed
25m7, but shall not exceeti7 percent of the area of the facade of the building to which it is
attached.

ii. canopysigns are included in the total allowable fagade sign area;

iii. only be placed on those building facades facing a street or internal access route, and for this
purpose a biding facade is deemed to face a street or access route if the angle formed by the
facade and the street or access route is 45 degrees or less;

iv. not be located less than 2.5 m above the finished grade or sidewadidiately adjacent to
the building, whicheer is higher, in the case of a sign displayed on a building of two storeys
or higher

v. not extend horizontally beyond the wall of the building to which it is attachret]

vi. not be erected on any part of the roof of the gdo which it is attached or &nd above
the roofline including any parapet.

11. Freestanding Signs
a) A freestanding sign shall:

i. be limited to one per highway frontage of any lot;
ii.  have no more than two sides displaying copy;
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Vi.

Vil.

viii.

in Sign Zone D(PedestriarDriented Commercidl ScheduleB, Soke Revitalization Area

T ScheduleC and Comprehensive Development Zones 3,4 artiédnaximum height is
3.5m,and themaximum sign areis 4.5nf per side;

be restricted to business premises having a street frontage of 40legst

have a maximum heiglaf 7m above thedjacenffinished grade of the sidewalk, or where
there is no sidewalk, tredjacenstreet grade;

have a maximum sign area @f?2 per side in the case of business premises with a gross
floor area less than or equal td@ m2

have a maxnum sign area o12m?2 per side in the case of business premises with a gross
floor area greater than,70 m? on a single lot, in a single strata plan or in a single
building; and

have a maximum sign area®h? and a maximum height of 1.5 m from gradgtethe case

of a sign erected on the premisegrafitifamily residential buildings, schools and churches.

12. Home Occupation Signs

a) Home occupation signs

i. are permitted in conjunction with a home occupation use permitted by Zoning Bylaw No. 300
subject to Setion 3.09 of that Bylaw;

ii. shall be limited to one sign peome

iii. shall not be internally illuminated or be composed of neon;

iv. shall have a maximum sign area of M2(2 ft?) per side;

v. shall have a maximum height of 2 m above the finished grade; and

vi. shall ke one of the following sign types:

1.

2.
3.

facade sign, attached to the dwelling or accessory building containing the home
occupation use or to a fence enclosing the lot;

window sign; or

freestandingign.

13. Projecting and Suspended Signs

a) Proje

cting signs and spended signs shall:

i. be twasided, with sign copy on both sides;
ii. have a maximum sign area®mz and
iii. be attached to the firstorey of a building

14. Sandwich Board Signs

a) Sand

wich Board signs shall:

i. notexceed one (1) per business premises;
ii. have maximm dimensions of .6 m (2 ft) by .9 m (3 figr side
iii. not be placed on municipal boulevard or highwaless: (Bylaw No. 1287)

A

B.

. the Sandwich Board Sign does not obstruct the safe and efficient movement of vehicular
or pedestrian traffic, obstruct vehicular pedestrian sightlines, or otherwise create
safety hazard to vehicles, pedestrians or other persBr&w No. 1287)

the Sandwich Board Sign does not damage flowerbeds, shrubs or other landscaping
located on the municipal Boulevard or Highway; aid/law No. 1287)
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15.

16.

17.

18.

C. the Sandwich Board Sign pertains only to a licensed business occupying and operating
from that property fronting the municipal Boulevard or Highway on which the Sandwich
Board Sign is erectedBylaw No. 1287)

i. only be placed on the samé & site as the business to which they direct attention;

ii. not be located or erected in such a manner as to interfere with pedestrian walkways or
access to businesses or parking greasinimum clear spaceof 1.5mis required
between the sign an any immda object

iii. be placed at ground level; and

iv. only be displayed during operating hours of the businessvhich they direct
attention;

b) Permit applications for sandwich board signs must indicate on a site plan the location in
which thesign will be displayegand

¢) Sandwich board signs placed on municipal boulevards or highways contrary to this Bylaw, or
without permit, may be removed by the City. Impounded signs will be held for a period of 30
days, at which time they will become the property of the Citgsseturned to their owner
upon payment of the impound fee specified in Schefldéthis Bylaw
Variable Electronic Signs
a) No ElectronicVariableMessag&entersign area shall exceed 3 (82 sq ff) per side;
b) Themaximumareain square metresf an Electronic VariabléMessage&entreis 15% of the
highwayfrontage in mees of the site on which the sign is locatesl 20 mof road frontage will
equal to3 m* of message centre per side;
c) All message centers must be three colour RGB (RED GREHNE);and
d) Are not subject to Sectionf3(
Banners

a) Wall mounted banners are only permitted up to a 60 day period for new busiaesises;

b) Projecting banner signs are permitted providing the area does not exceaet sidethe
minimum height from graglis 2.5m and the banner must be affixed to a frame at all four corners.

Sign Design $andards
a) Signs shall berofessionally preparednd

b) Signs shall comply with the design standards for signage found in the section of the Official
Community Plan thgpertains to the development permit area in which they are placed.

Sign Construction Standards
a) All signage shall comply with the requirements of B Building Codge

b) Signs shall be securely attached to the ground or buildifigceunpon which they apdaced,;
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c)

d)

f)

Wherea sign is attached to a building, the portion of the building to which such sign is attached
shall be structurally sound and shall be structurally adequate to support all additional loads

Signs shall be anchored to prevent any lateralemmnt that could cause wear on supporting
memlers or connections;

All signs together with their supporting structures and any related electrical equipment shall be
kept fully operable, in good repair, and maintained in a safe, ¢leah, and attractiveondition;
and

Wherethe Building Inspector deems it necessary, the design and construction of a sign shall be
certified by aprofessional engineer.

19. Application for Sign Permit

20.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Any person wishing to construct, alter, or relocate a sign for whiclBtH&v requires a permit
shall make an application to the CRyannerin the form of Schedule A, unless the construction,
alteration or relocation of the sign has been authorized by the issuance of a development permit.

An application must include:

i. the civic address of the lot, premises, building or structure on which the sign is to be placed,
erected or altered,

ii. the written authorization of the owner of the land;

iii. a statement of the number and type of signs that are already affixed or placed orothe lot
premises;

iv. one copyof a scaled drawing for each side of the sign, giving all dimensions and areas and
showing colours and materials used; and

v. one copyof a drawing showing the position of the proposed sign as it will appear attached to
the building orstructure and showing the method of attachment, or in the case of a
freestanding sign, the location of the sign on the land and the method of installation

Every applicant for a sign permit shall pay to @igy, at the time of application, a fee based on
the type of sign listed in Schedudeof this Bylaw.

No personshall proceed with the placing, erection, or altering of any sign until the permit has
been issued. In the event that any sign is placed, erected or altered without a permit having
previousy been obtainedhe feefor the permit shall be double the amount which would have
been payable had the permit been obtained before commencement of the work.

The City Planner can authorize a variance up to 25% of a quantitative Sign Bylaw regulation (i.e
area, height, etc.) if applied for in a Development Permit and such that the proposal is in
accordance with the Development Permit Area Design Guidelines.

Penalties

Every person who contraven#ss Bylaw by doing any act that it forbids, or omittito do any act it
requires to be done is guilty of an offence and shall upon conviction be liable to the penalties prescribed
in theOffence Act
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21. Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Bylaw is for any reasofhé&édalid by

the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the
remaining portions of this Bylaw.

22. Repeal

City of Langford Sign Bylaw No700is repealed.

READ a first timethis 19" day of January2009
READ a second timghis 2" dayof February 2009
READ a third time thi2™ dayof February2009

ADOPTED this16" dayof February 2009

,"'/A/
‘. (| 2c
A Iy D
Ma;“/dr Administraor
(/ —
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Schedule Al Fee Schedule

Sign Type

Fee
(Base Fee is $100)

Type

Canopy Base fee + $50 per sign
Directional Base fee + $50 per sign
Directory Base fee + $50 per sign
Fascia Base fee + $50 per sign

Freestanding

Base fee + $50 per sign

Home Ocupation $25
Municipal $0
Neon Base fee + $50 per sign
No Trespassing $0
Political $0

Projecting and Suspended

Base fee + $50 per sign

Sandwich Board Sig(initial permit application)
(Bylaw No. 1287)

$50 per sign for first calendar yealr
(Bylaw No. 1287)

Sandwich Board Sign (application to renew existing
permit) (Bylaw No. 1287)

$20 per sign per calendar year
(Bylaw No. 1287)

Temporary Construction

Base fee + $50 per sign

Temporary New Business

Base fee + $50 per sign

Temporary ReaEstate

Base fee + $50 per sign

Window

Base fee + $50 per sign

Alteration of

Any combination of two or more signs or sign types

Existing Sign (excluding home occupation, no trespassing, and Base fee + $50 per sign
political signs)
Penalty Does not inalde changing a tenant sign face in an

existing sign structure or freestanding sign that is the
subject of an approved sign development permit, as t
change does not require a permit.

Base fee

Installation Without SDP Application

Double Applicable Fees

Installation Prior to Permit Issuance

Double Applicable Fees

Sandwich Board Sign without permit (impound fee)

$50.00

City of Langford

Consolidated Sign Bylaw No. 1250

Pagel3of 15
21JunD



ScheduleB i PedestrianOriented Commercial
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Schedule Ci Sooke Road Revitalization Area
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